[The below piece is an article I wrote entitled “5 Challenges for Millennial
Entrepreneurs”. This selection showcases my skills in writing content for
editorial distribution. While print publications are becoming scarcer in the
digital age, the creation of online and digital copy for a wide range of topics is
still in demand. The ability to generate interesting content that is relatable to
multiple demographics will continue to be important as long as consumers find
the topic relevant. In this piece, I sought to touch on a subject that affects a
large percentage of the Millennial generation- the notion of bucking the
traditional 9-5 job and attempting to create something of their own. Although
we live in an overwhelmingly connected world, it can be difficult to find others
who are transparent about their struggles and challenges in the path they are
pursuing - I sought to achieve that openness below. I'm seeking to
demonstrate the value of writing which influences others, provides pertinent
knowledge, and also encourages the targeted audience. Being a writer that
not just informs, but motivates readers, adds an extra layer of meaning to an
author’s work.]
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The promise of independence, creative
freedom, and the occasional whim to sleep
until 10am on a weekday are just a few of the
reasons that an ever-growing number of
millennials are ditching the 9-5 job and heading
down the path of entrepreneurship. Most
twenty-somethings looking to pave a way for
themselves can hardly imagine a time where
they didn't know the lucrative success stories
of Facebook wunderkind Mark Zuckerburg, or
Snapchat Creator, Evan Speigle- who were
multi-millionaires before they were old enough
to rent a car. Likewise, today, anyone who has a
social media account likely encounters a
number of young Instagram "influencers" who seemingly rake in money by promoting the
latest herbal weight loss tea, or YouTube vloggers who get paid to sit in their bedroom and
tout a company's latest product. In the instant pay-off society we now find ourselves in,
young aspiring moguls might mistakenly think the path to independent success is easy. The
truth is, lining the road on that path to success, are hundreds of smart, capable, and talented
individuals who fell short of their ultimate goal along the way. Many of these individuals
brush themselves off and keep swinging. Others might decide to pursue an alternative path.
Those stories, however, are not the ones that get told as frequently, making those who do not
initially succeed feel inadequate or confused as to why success seems to be happening for
others, yet not for them. The challenges that face anyone brave enough to venture outside the
tried-and-true ways of making a living are obstacles at any age. However, millennials face a
unique set of challenges in this area due to being the first to navigate many of today's cultural
staples, the intimately connected world in which they grew up, and their desire to do
something bigger than themselves. These 5 challenges highlight some of the most common
dilemmas this age group faces on their path to independent success.
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We live in an "Instagram/Pinterest" society where we are only seeing our
friends and acquaintance's successes and "highlight reels" - not their
moments of self-doubt after a week of seeing little progress, or their
10pm ramen dinner. Has anyone ever ran into someone that they
primarily keep up with through social media posts, and then when you actually have a
real conversation with them, you are surprised to hear that things are less than perfect?
Perhaps while they were touting their latest success story of that major client they
landed last quarter, they were actually struggling to keep the lights on before that
contract came through? However, all we see are their energized status updates and
think, "wow, they are so popular...everyone must be "all in" on their business model...
they must have something I don't". For some, this can turn an otherwise productive
evening into a Netflix and self-loathing party. This, in turn, sidetracks you from your
objectives, lowers your self-confidence, and makes reaching your goals even more
difficult.
Fear of the unknown. After the second World War, the
American economy was reaching new heights and the abundance of jobs
after a long depression was seen as a long overdue blessing after years of
uncertainty. The ability to have security and stability was the primary goal
of most Americans. This desire and work ethic trickled down to the baby boomer
generation - the parents of today's millennials. For the most part, Millennials are the first
generation in decades to buck the traditional "American dream" of a marriage by age 24, 2.5
kids by age 28, and a comfortable home in an upper-middle class neighborhood by the time
the kiddos are starting their first day of school. The hustle and grind required to makes
things happen for yourself is difficult enough in an already established business in
corporate America. Trying to do this with just yourself and a dream can be down right
anxiety-inducing. It is easy to question if you are choosing the right path when your 9-5
peers seem to be climbing the corporate ladder and appear successful by most standards.
While that is an equally admirable path, remind yourself that you are risking something
good for the possibility of something great.
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Disappointing parents and family. Piggybacking off of the notion of
venturing into the unknown, often times the disconnect
between generations leaves parents feeling frustrated at their millennial
offspring's perceived lack of discipline and willingness to simply "get a
real job". The guilt that can arise from knowing that family members have invested
a great deal into your education so that you can have the same quality of life they had,
while you are opting for a season of life with little to no income, can leave aspiring
entrepreneurs with feelings of selfishness and wondering if they are just being
immature and idealistic. After all, is joining the rat race just part of the "adulting"
process? Parents of millennials are often accused of being helicopter parents,
or being overly involved in their child's life. This closeness, while not always bad, fosters
a need for approval from our caregivers, and can perpetuate these feelings of guilt. It is
important to remember that family members who play devil's advocate only want what
is best for you, and are trying to help you get there in the way that they know best. I am
sure we have all been guilty of doing this to our friends and loved ones at time.
Remember the frustration you have felt when you are giving someone what you feel is
sound advice, yet they are not heeding it? That is likely similar to what your family
members are feeling as they try to guide you toward a more traditional path. Try to keep
the lines of communication open without getting frustrated, but at the end of the day
remember that your choices are your own. Your family has their own individual lives to
make their own unique choices. Ironically, once you do succeed, your family will be the
ones boasting most about your success and how proud they are of you. If this gets
overwhelming, remember that family relationships can be distressing at times for most
people- entrepreneur or not... millennial or not. Have a way of resetting yourself and
dealing with these stressful interactions by meditating, going to the gym, journaling,
finding inspirational quotes that resonate with your situation, whatever might work for
you. Remind your family that even if everything falls apart, you will still be okay. Putting
things into perspective is helpful, because it is easy to forget that even in failure, it
doesn't mean that you won't ever be able to get a "normal" job if need be. It is easy to
forget that most choices are not permanent.
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Money. While you may be more than happy to be on a first name basis
with your local taco bell cashier (guilty), future clients and business
partners might have other preferences for that lunch meeting. Social
functions often commence around dinner meetings, rendezvous at pricy
coffee spots, etc. Not to mention the cost of networking and attending events that will
allow you to meet others in your industry. This can be a major stressor for millennials
who may not have a savings nest egg stored away just yet. How are you supposed to be
working around the clock on your dream when everything costs money that you aren't
accumulating yet? (Especially if you live in a large city where even finding a simple place
to park your car will cost you a few bucks a pop). Luckily, there are more opportunities
than ever to have a sustainable side hustle as you work toward building your career. For
some, apps such as Lyft, Uber, Wag, Takl, Postmates, and more all offer freelancers a
chance to make extra money on their own terms, when it works best with their
schedule. Anyone who has ever had a casual conversation with their Uber driver about
"whether or not they've been busy that night" will tell you that some options are more
lucrative than others but, nonetheless, these endeavors have the potential to assist you
in making ends meet as you are starting down the entrepreneurial path. This might be
refreshing for your psyche too, as working outside of a communal office setting can be
isolating and lonely at times.

Being taken seriously in the beginning stages. "Success is 10% what you
got and 90% what they think you got". This mantra, spoken into
existence by actress Sophia Loren, is a great "fake it til you make it"
reminder. Granted, I am not suggesting anyone oversell their skills or
capabilities, but if you do not believe in yourself, why would someone else who barely
knows you? Surround yourself with like-minded people who have similar goals - and
who do not attempt to squash your lofty dreams just because they would never
choose that path. Those who edify you and encourage you are worth their weight in
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gold when attempting anything challenging in life. Imagine you are having a nice dinner
with friends the day before a big meeting with a potential business lead. If said friends
spend a portion of the evening uplifting you and reminding you how awesome you are,
you are going to walk in to that meeting like a rockstar (much more than you would if
you spent the hours prior in a room full of skeptical naysayers). Sure, listen to sound
guidance, but at the end of the day, your innermost circle should be one that pumps you
up. This can greatly affect the energy you give off, which will shape other's perception of
you and your business. In addition to being in the right headspace, ensure that your
presence is upstanding on every corner of the web (no offensive tweets or public
facebook images of yourself looking like an advertisement for Frat Boys Gone Wild). No
one wants to feel like they are censoring their fun-loving selves, but being above
reproach is your best bet when your public persona can make the difference in landing
a new opportunity. This is especially true if you are a millennial trying to make your
mark in a business world that favors more established, well-known players with a few
more years under their belt.
As you embark on the equally exciting and scary journey of trying
something untraditional in your career, extend compassion toward
yourself as you inevitably experience some - or all- of the above stressors.
As connected as the world is, transparency can still be a rarity in our
interactions with one another. Do not be afraid to admit when you are
struggling or overwhelmed, but also never allow yourself to stay there for
too long. When in doubt, think of all of the trailblazers you admire. Did
any of them make their goals come to fruition by playing it safe and doing
what everyone else was doing? Did most all of them experience some
discouraging setbacks at some point in their journey? Remember that you
are in good company. Good or bad, the path you have chosen will make
you more knowledgeable and competent in your next season of life. Go
forth and bring the special gifts that only YOU can bring to the table! Oh,
and enjoy the process while you are at it- you are choosing this hard
journey because you have a passion for your craft and you are fortunate
enough to be able to pursue it. Remember that.

